
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
DECEMBER 13, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. 

 
A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held at City Hall, 90 
Kerby Road and called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 13, 2021, by Mayor Pro-Tem 
John J. Gillooly. 

Present: Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly, Councilmembers Sierra Leone Donaven, Beth Konrad-
Wilberding, Neil Sroka, Joe Ricci and Lev Wood. 

Absent: Mayor Louis Theros (Excused). 

Also Present: Shane Reeside, City Manager, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & City Clerk; 
Debra Peck-Lichtenberg, Director of Finance and Operations; Daniel Jensen, Director of Public 
Safety; John Hutchins, Deputy Director of Public Safety; Matthew Baka, Director of Public Service; 
and William T. Burgess, City Attorney. 

Mayor Pro Tem Gillooly led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call was conducted. 

Konrad-Wilberding motioned, Wood seconded to excuse Mayor Theros absence. Motion carried. 

Council considered the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on November 8, 
2021.  

Wood motioned, Donaven seconded to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 
held on November 8, 2021. Motion carried. 

Mayor Pro Tem motioned to amend the order of the agenda and added an item honoring 
Public Safety Director Daniel Jensen. Motion carried. 
 
Council presented Public Safety Director Daniel Jenson with a proclamation recognizing his 
50 years of service to the City and wishing him the best of luck in his upcoming retirement 
on December 30, 2021. 
 
Public Safety Director Jensen thanked City Council for the proclamation and stated it was an honor 
to serve the City of Grosse Pointe Farms. 
 
City Council considered the appointment of Public Safety Deputy Director John Hutchins 
to the position of Public Safety Director. 
 
City Manager Reeside gave a brief presentation regarding his recommendation to Council to appoint 
Deputy Director John Hutchins to the position of Public Safety Director. 
 
Sroka thanked Administration for having an open and transparent process to fill the Public Safety 
Director position. 
 



Wood motioned, Sroka seconded to appoint John Hutchins to the position of Public Safety Director 
effective January 1, 2022. Motion carried. 
 
Deputy Director Hutchins thanked City Council for his appointment to Public Safety Director and 
read a brief statement. 
 
Konrad-Wilberding motioned, Donaven seconded to temporarily adjourn the City Council 
and reconvene as the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
 
VOTE: YES: Donaven, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. NO: None. 
ABSENT: Theros. Motion carried. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals took no action regarding the request for a dimensional 
variance for 89 Lake Shore Road to allow the installation of a sculpture in the required front 
open space. The applicant withdrew their variance request prior to the meeting. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals held a Public Hearing to consider a request for a dimensional 
variance for 142 Muir Road to construct a non-conforming structure. 
 
David Mikesell, property owner, 142 Muir Road gave a presentation to the BZA regarding the 
dimensional variance request. 
 
Vice President Gillooly asked BZA members if they had any questions for Mr. Mikesell. 
 
Wood asked the property owner if the awning would be replaced. 
 
Mr. Mikesell stated that the awning would be replaced. 
 
Wood asked Mr. Mikesell if the practical difficulty necessitating the variance was that the home was 
a lawfully existing nonconforming structure that cannot be enlarged or structurally altered according 
to the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Mikesell stated that the practical difficulty necessitating the variance was that the home was a 
lawfully existing nonconforming structure that cannot be enlarged or structurally altered according 
to the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Vice President Gillooly requested public comment at 7:20 p.m. but no written or verbal comments 
were received. 
 
Wood motioned, Ricci seconded that the appeal of Ms. Julia Mercier, owner of the property located 
at 142 Muir, be granted thereby authorizing issuance of a building permit to construct a building 
addition and the construction of a roof over the existing uncovered porch. The variance will allow a 
lawfully existing nonconforming structure to be enlarged or structurally altered.  
 
All work will conform to the submitted plans from Daniel R. Coleman Architectural Designers, 
Planners and Consultants date stamped May 1, 2021.  
 



In making this decision, the Board has reviewed a report from McKenna dated December 6, 2021, a 
memo from Matthew Baka dated December 6, 2021 and a Zoning Board of Appeals Application 
submitted by the owner dated October 4, 2021 and the architectural plans submitted by the 
applicant.   
 
The variance is granted on the basis that: 

1. Strict application of the Zoning Ordinance would result in a practical difficulty for the user 
of the property due to the fact that the property is legally nonconforming which means no 
work can be done on the property without a variance. The practical difficulty is not self-
created 

2. The extent of the variance in relation to the ordinance is minimal – that is, the new porch 
roof will not extend beyond the porch and the rear addition will align with the existing 
footprint on the side of the house and will not be as deep as the rear of the house. 

3. The variance is in harmony with and serves the intent and purpose of the Ordinance. 
4. Numerous homes on Muir and surrounding blocks have requested similar variances due in 

part to the uniqueness of their lots or their legally nonconforming status.  This variance 
allows construction that will be harmonious with the surrounding properties. 

5. The variance will result in substantial justice being done because the hardship suffered if a 
variance is not granted would be significant – no work would be able to be done given the 
property’s legally nonconforming status.  There are no viable alternatives that would obviate 
the hardship. 

6. There have been no letters of objection received from neighboring property owners. 
7. No additional governmental resources will be needed due to this variance. 

  
 
VOTE: YES: Donaven, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. NO: None. 
ABSENT: Theros. Motion carried. 

Wood motioned, Konrad-Wilberding seconded to adjourn the Board of Zoning Appeals and 
reconvene as the City Council.  

VOTE: YES: Donaven, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. NO: None. 
ABSENT: Theros. Motion carried. 

Council considered the 2022 City Council Regular Meeting Schedule.  

Mayor Pro Tem Gillooly asked Council for any comment regarding the proposed 2022 City Council 
Regular Meeting Schedule and none was heard. 

The proposed City Council Regular Meeting Schedule would hold meetings the second Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall at 90 Kerby Road. 

Sroka motioned, Ricci seconded to approve the 2022 City Regular Meeting Schedule as proposed. 
Motion carried. 

Council considered the Consent Agenda. 

a. Consideration of a request from Administration to approve the 2022 Administrative 
Fee Schedule. 



b. Consideration of a request from Administration to approve November 2021 
invoices. 
 

Sroka requested that item a. be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

Sroka motioned, Wood seconded to remove item a. from the Consent Agenda and to approve the 
remaining items. Motion carried. 

Council considered a request from Administration to approve the 2022 Administrative Fee 
Schedule. 
 
Sroka asked Public Safety Director Jensen, through the Mayor Pro Tem, why the offense of “minor 
in possession of alcohol” was being changed from a misdemeanor to a civil infraction. 
 
Public Safety Director Jensen informed Council that the change was being made due to a 
recommendation from the State of Michigan to municipalities because Canada is barring entry to 
United States citizens with misdemeanors.  
 
Sroka motioned, Wood seconded to approve the 2022 Administrative Fee Schedule as proposed. 
Motion carried. 
 
Council received the November 2021 Public Safety Report. 

Administration and Council discussed the following under other business. 

City Manager Reeside requested that City Council consider going into Closed Session following 
public comment. 

Sroka asked City Manager Reeside when the paving of the north Pier Park parking lot would occur.  

City Manager Reeside stated that the parking lot would be paved in early Spring 2022. 

Jackie Girardi, 336 Belanger Road asked when Williams Avenue would be paved because the road 
has to many potholes. 

City Manager Reeside informed Jackie Girardi that the City would be evaluating the condition of all 
roads in 2022 during a PASER rating study and that the referenced potholes would be filled in the 
meantime. 

Wood motioned, Konrad-Wilberding seconded to go into Closed Session to discuss a personnel 
matter and pending litigation. 

VOTE: YES: Donaven, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. NO: None. 
ABSENT: Theros. Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 

 


